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Introduction

Are you interested to join Ecopreneur.eu? There are several ways to join, be part of the network and
support our work. Ecopreneur.eu, the European Sustainable Business Federation, represents around
15,000 SMEs and larger companies committed to sustainability across sectors and EU Member States,
many of them pioneering circular business models. A non-profit non-governmental organisation under
Belgian law, Ecopreneur.eu currently represents nine member associations. It is the only cross-sectoral
business federation advocating ambitious measures, rules and regulations for a low-carbon, circular and
socially inclusive economy in Europe and beyond. We advocate a new economic framework in which
sustainability is promoted, the environment respected, and ecological principles are followed.
Ecopreneur.eu and our members bring concrete experience from pioneering companies into the political
debate, show best practice examples that prove the viability of sustainable business models.

Who can become a member?

Organisations formally committed to ambitious sustainability goals and the circular economy are welcome
to join. There are two types of memberships:

1. Full members: for non-profit organisations forming a business network of company members or
partners

2. Associate members: for individual for-profit companies, as well as non-profit organisations
sharing the same goals without company members or partners.

Membership types and benefits

Benefits Full membership Associate
membership

Representation with voting rights in the General Assembly

The possibility to be invited by the Board to participate in the
General Assembly in an advisory role without voting rights
Representation with voting rights in the Board of Directors
(optional)

Name and logo listed on the Ecopreneur website

Permission to communicate membership, displaying
Ecopreneur.eu logo

Access to Ecopreneur.eu advocacy platform and network of
EU policymakers, peer members and partners
Representation through EP.eu staff in stakeholder platforms
at the EU-level (EU Ecodesign Forum, European Circular
Economy Stakeholder Platform — ECESP, Product
Environmental Footprint Working Group, etc.)

Participate in Ecopreneur.eu working groups, events,
delegations with EU institutions and social events (e.g.
annual dinner)

Invite company members to Ecopreneur.eu events, working
groups and co-signing of statements

Participation in the Ecopreneur.eu Advocacy Group!

Contribute to Ecopreneur.eu official position papers

Co-sign policy statements by Ecopreneur.eu and partners

Access to EU legislation overview

Involvement in EU-Funded projects (optional)

1 Frontrunning associate member companies can apply for the Low-Carbon Circular Economy Advocacy Group, which is
appointed by the Board after consulting with the Advocacy Group. It has an exclusive advisory role to the Board on advocacy
and regular meetings on topical issues
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Fees (2026)
Annual membership fee in EUR (incl. VAT)
Type Annual turnover | Full Associate
Small non-profit < 400.000 1.000 500
Medium non-profit < 1 million 2.000 | 1.000
Large non-profit < 8 million 5.000 | 2.500
Very large non-profit | > 8 million 8.000 | 4.000
SME < 10 million 1.000
Midcap company < 100 million 2.500
Large company < 1 billion 5.000
Major company < 10 billion 10.000
Corporate company | > 10 billion 20.000

Criteria

1. Full members: For non-governmental organisations, non-profit associations, networks and alike, that:

e strive to implement/accelerate/facilitate the transformation to a sustainable economy

e represent sustainable/circular entrepreneurs, pioneering SMEs and/or large companies, usually
with paid membership or partnership

e bring the sustainable/green economy forward at the national, EU and/or global level via advocacy
and/or sustainability-related projects involving societal actors/stakeholders.

e arelegal entities in their own right

e have been set-up with the intention to operate long-term and have been founded according to
the national law of the country where they are registered

® require their company members / partners to declare that they share the vision of the
organisation to work towards a sustainable economy (see below) and work on at least one aspect
of sustainable business as a company.

2. Associate members:

a) For individual for-profit companies that
e are a member or partner of one of the full members of Ecopreneur.eu or, if not:

e agree to the aims, goals and relevant positions, especially if actively lobbying (e.g., on waste
incineration)

e provide convincing proof or explanation of the company’s green claims. For companies with an
annual turnover > 1 billion EUR: send in a recent CSR/sustainability or integrated report and a list
of circular economy activities in the last 2 years

e are not active in the weapons, nuclear power and fossil fuels, agro-genetic engineering, tobacco,
or gambling industry

e clearly distance themselves from child and forced labour

e have not been subject to any formal due diligence complaints from civil society against the
applicants in the last 24 months

e meet their tax obligations conscientiously and responsibly at their registered office and/or in the
market area whose infrastructure they use

b) For non-profit organisations without company members or partners, but otherwise fulfil the
above criteria for full members (e.g., an NGO doing sustainable advocacy for SMEs).

Membership is not possible for individual persons.

Procedure
e Organisations have to apply for membership with a written application, adhering to the
Ecopreneur.eu Statutes, Internal Rules of Procedure and Annual Action Plan, including required
documents on their organisation, mission and annual revenue
e Membership has to be approved by the Ecopreneur.eu Board of Directors



