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Open letter from Ecopreneur.eu to the European Commission
To: Commission President Ursula von der Leyen

Cc Teresa Ribera, Executive Vice-President for a Clean, Just and Competitive Transition; Valdis
Dombrovskis Executive Vice-President for Economy and Productivity, Implementation and
Simplification; Stéphane Séjourné, Executive Vice-President-designate for Prosperity and
Industrial Strategy; Maria Luis Albuquerque, Commissioner for Financial Services and the Savings
and Investments Union; Michael McGrath, Commissioner for Democracy, Justice, the Rule of Law
and Consumer Protection; Jessika Roswall, Commissioner for Environment, Water Resilience and
a Competitive Circular Economy

Cc: Roberta Metsola, President of the European Parliament; Antonio Decaro, Chair of the
European Parliament Environment Committee; Kerstin Jorna, DG DG GROW; Florika Fink-Hooijer,
DG DG ENV; Olivier Guersent, DG DG COMP; Sabine Weyand, DG DG TRADE

Brussels, 19 February 2025

Subject: Omnibus proposal for CSRD, CSDDD and EU taxonomy

Dear President von der Leyen,

The European Sustainable Business Federation, Ecopreneur.eu, advocates preserving
the ambition of EU sustainability legislation while reducing unnecessary administrative
burden for SMEs and companies by simplification, not by deregulation.

For the recently adopted EU Corporate Sustainability directives for reporting (CSRD) and
due diligence (CSDDD), many companies have already started to invest in creating the
structures needed to comply with the reporting and supply chain requirements. It is
important to note that these companies consider the directives an asset rather than an
obligation as they bring added value.

Moreover, sustainable frontrunners require a level playing field to end the unfair
competition with conventional companies cutting costs by operating unsustainably, both
from the EU and via imports. Uniform standards for corporate social responsibility can
put a brake on the current race to the bottom. Specifically, a weakening of the CSDDD
would maintain the current uneven international playing field for sustainability. A
weakening of the taxonomy would reduce the fundability of sustainable activities.

Companies that have already invested in sustainability reporting systems and due
diligence are better prepared to minimise risks and respond quickly to market
disruptions, and therefore more attractive as a business partner.

But it is important that frontrunning companies can generate returns on their
investments. To take a step backwards by watering down the directives would devalue
these efforts, put companies that operate sustainably at a clear financial and therefore
economic disadvantage.
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In addition, stable EU standards are urgently needed for companies to provide planning
security for investing in innovation and new business models for a circular economy.
We urge the EU to continue their leading role in sustainability policy and paving the way
for companies to become more competitive and future-proof.

At the same time, we fully support the initiative to simplify EU legislation as to reduce the
administrative burden on companies, and specifically SMEs, for compliance. However, we
do not consider the announced Omnibus simplification package as the appropriate
approach as it requires approval from the Parliament and the Council. It may not only
take a long time to adopt, but also has an uncertain outcome. Especially startups and
SMEs require reliable policy frameworks to continue investing in sustainability.

Therefore, Ecopreneur.eu advocates that the Commission uses delegated acts where
possible to reduce administrative burdens for SMEs under the CSRD and CSDDD,
implementing acts to refine requirements under the Taxonomy Regulation, and
guidance documents for clarification. This would minimise the legal unpredictability
associated with the Omnibus Simplification Package, which in our view will in fact
reduce competitiveness and sustainable investments.

Reducing unnecessary complexity is crucial, but the scope, ambition, and core
principles of these laws must remain untouched. Only in this way can we ensure a
sustainable and resilient economy in which European companies will flourish.
Weakening these directives would not only undermine competitiveness but also harm
the EU’s global credibility in sustainable finance and policy leadership.

We look forward to your response.

Yours sincerely,

e

Manfred Muhlberger
Chairman of the Board



