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Editorial
Dear reader,
For many years, the member organizations of
Ecopreneur.eu have been actively contributing
to the political decision-making process in
their respective countries. Their common aim
is to drive a sustainable, green economy. Since
the European Union and its decision-making
structures are becoming more and more
important, a sustainable and socially just
economy needs a powerful voice in Brussels –
Ecopreneur.eu.
A strong alliance has been formed by its
founding members Grüne Wirtschaft (Austria),
Entreprendre
Vert
(France)
and
UnternehmensGrün (Germany) and the
accession of new member organizations
Greenbiz (Spain), Sustainable Economy
Association (Belgium) and De Groene Zaak
(Netherlands). For example, we contribute to
the Alliance for Circular Economy Solutions
(ACES), a new collaboration of sustainable
businesses, NGOs and think tanks committed
to implementing an ambitious circular
economy policy in Europe.

Dear reader,
2015 was a very exciting year for
Ecopreneur.eu, the newly founded European
Sustainable Business Federation. I was very
happy to support this idea and to be part of
the starting process as interim director. It
started off with the official founding press
conference in Vienna, followed by workshops
with and for green start-ups in Madrid and
Barcelona. We published guidelines for green
start-ups, outlining the most pressing
obstacles as well as solutions. We were invited
as an expert speaker to a public hearing of the
European Parliament on the Green Action Plan
for SMEs. And, of course, we officially
presented the federation to the European
Parliament.

Objectives and goals
Ecopreneur.eu advocates a genuinely
sustainable economy and lobbies on the
European level for a sustainable economy and
better conditions for green start-ups and
SMEs. A regulatory framework is needed that
rewards ecologically and socially responsible
economic
behaviour
and
penalizes
detrimental and resource-wasting economic
activities.

It was a great start and now we are looking
forward to greening Europe’s economy!

“With Ecopreneur.eu we set a course toward
sustainable economic policies on the
European level.”

Dr. Katharina Reuter, Managing Director of
UnternehmensGrün

Come and join us!

Volker Plass, Chairman of Grüne Wirtschaft,
on behalf of the Executive Board
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European politics: Ecopreneur.eu invited as
expert to European Parliament hearing
On 19 November 2015, Ecopreneur.eu was
invited as an expert to the public hearing of
the Committee on Industry, Research and
Energy (ITRE) of the European Parliament. The
Committee, chaired by Jerzy Buzek, had
organized a hearing on the “Green Action Plan
for SMEs: Opportunities and Challenges”.
Katharina
Reuter,
who
represented
Ecopreneur.eu, outlined the organization’s
opinion on the Green Action Plan, including
recommendations on how the Action Plan
could be improved. Ecopreneur.eu is in favour
for the GAP for SMEs, but two main drivers for
sustainable innovations are missing: market
demand and legislation/regulation.

Political lobby work
Ecopreneur.eu transfers sustainable economic
policies to the European level. The diversity of
Ecopreneur.eu’s members enables us to
represent and portray the European
sustainable economy, to outline obstacles and
shortcomings of current European policy
making. Key topics in 2015 were the circular
economy, TTIP and the Green Action Plan for
SMEs.
Binding targets for resource usage necessary
for a circular economy | Delegation presents
joint positions to Schally (DG ENVI)

On 15 September 2015, Ecopreneur.eu was
part of the delegation of representatives of
associations for sustainable businesses and
companies to meet Hugo-Maria Schally, Head
of the Unit for Eco-Innovation and Circular
Economy (EC Directorate-General for the
Environment). A joint manifesto on the
circular economy was presented and
discussed. This discussion was based on the
European Parliament’s resolution on the
circular economy, which was passed in July
2015. Member states are expected to recycle
70 % of municipal waste and 80 % of
packaging by 2030. A binding target to
improve resource efficiency by 30 % until 2030
did not, however, find a majority. The joint
manifesto presented to Hugo-Maria Schally
states that the European Union should lead
the way. Green purchasing by government on
the European, national and local levels must
be implemented. Specific targets for rubbish
tips and recycling are needed. And financial
incentives are necessary so that companies
develop the innovations required to
implement a circular economy.

Photo credit: European Union 2015
Ecopreneur.eu: Official presentation to the
European Parliament
On 2 December 2015, Ecopreneur.eu had its
first official debut in the European Parliament.
During the breakfast event, the main political
positions and aims of the association were
presented. The event was chaired by Reinhard
Bütikofer, Member of the European
Parliament (Greens/EFA) and Co-Chair of the
European Green Party (EGP). Volker Plass
(Grüne Wirtschaft, Austria), one of the
founding members, started the breakfast
presentation by briefly introducing the
European organization, its development and
political demands. His presentation was
followed by an insight into the circular
economy provided by Arthur ten Wolde (De
Groene Zaak, Netherlands). Since the
European Commission presented the renewed
Circular Economy Package on the same day,
Ecopreneur.eu took the opportunity to
express its concerns regarding lacking targets
and insufficient enforcement of regulations.
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Katharina
Reuter
(UnternehmensGrün,
Germany) commented on the Green Action
Plan for SMEs that is currently being discussed
in the European Parliament. Ecopreneur.eu
suggests complementing the GAP by an Action
Plan for the Circular Economy and calls for
stronger consideration of legislation and
market demands in the GAP.
The event was attended by a high-level
audience from the European Commission –
Karl-Friedrich Falkenberg, Senior Advisor for
sustainability in the European Political
Strategy Centre of the European Commission
and former Director General for the
Environment, members of the European as
well as Belgian Parliament and important
stakeholders such as UEAPME, ACR+, EEB or
GreenBudgetEurope. The audience took the
opportunity
to
ask
questions
on
Ecopreneur.eu and its political work. The
foundation of the association was greatly
welcomed since a strong voice representing
sustainable businesses was sorely missing in
Brussels.
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Austrian entrepreneurs took part via a Skype
conference. The workshop aimed to outline
strategies and a common pathway to
empower those agents and advance the green
economy in the EU by tackling the barriers and
tapping into the opportunities identified.

Events
Founding press conference in Vienna:
22 January 2015

Both the workshop and the guidelines for
green and social start-ups and projects were
funded by the Federal Ministry for the
Environment, Nature Conservation, Building
and Nuclear Safety (BMUB) and the German
Federal
Environmental
Agency
(Umweltbundesamt, UBA).
The
founding
press
conference
of
Ecopreneur.eu was held on 22 January 2015 in
Vienna, finally transferring sustainable
economic policy to the European level.
Ecopreneur.eu was founded by three national
green business associations – Grüne
Wirtschaft,
UnternehmensGrün
and
Entreprendre Vert – and further possible
members were in negotiations.

Workshop in Barcelona: 5 June 2015
On World Environment Day, Ecopreneur.eu
and 350.org launched a joint event in
Barcelona.
Together
with
important
(inter)national partners such as Greenbiz.es,
Triodos and GLS Bank, the new European
Networks brought forward a sustainable and
green economy in Europe. The event at
Impact Hub Barcelona successfully linked the
“divest from fossil fuels” campaign (led by
350.org) to the “invest in green business”
movement (led by Ecopreneur.eu) by
presenting alternatives to responsible
investors, some represented by the attending
banks. Participating green start-ups outlined
their eco-entrepreneurial goals and practices
in a pitch. Alternative investors, such as
Triodos Bank and GLS Bank, discussed funding
and financing issues relevant to start-ups.
Besides divesting from fossil fuels and
investing in CO2 avoiding businesses, the
agenda of this energizing and inspiring event
included topics such as green business, the
climate movement and the green economy.

Workshop in Madrid: 29 January 2015

As its first project, Ecopreneur.eu hosted a
workshop on 29 January 2015 at the Impact
Hub Madrid to engage the individual
stakeholders operating in the green economy.
The workshop focused on social and green
start-ups and projects, representing major
drivers and change agents in transforming the
European economy towards sustainability.
The workshop reviewed the state of the art of
the green economy in Europe and the role of
its key players (green businesses, ecoentrepreneurs and networks), identifying
opportunities and major barriers for the
above-mentioned stakeholders.
Selected Spanish green start-ups attended the
event while a number of French, German and
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COP21 activities: October 2015

and to support a sustainable economy able to
mitigate and adapt to climate change. In
pursuit of this objective, this guide aims to
boost green entrepreneurship by highlighting
the huge need of a green economy that
fosters social value and avoids the irreparable
losses involved in unsustainable consumption
and production.
Green start-ups have to cope with many
challenges, such as in relation to funding,
regulations, or development of their business
model. Thus, the guidelines at hand aim to
offer support and guidance to tackle these
challenges.

Photo credit: Estudi Ishihara
With “Ecopreneurs for the Climate 2015"
(#ECO4CLIM15), the member organizations of
Ecopreneur.eu joined the climate movement
ahead of the COP21 negotiations. In October
2015, a series of events took place
simultaneously in several European countries
(France, Germany, Netherlands and Spain),
aimed at sharing and scaling up the
contribution of sustainable businesses to the
climate movement. Events included a “Climate
Lunch”, a “Train to Paris”, co-creation
breakfasts, a “Green Start-up Award” and a
variety of other activities for and by
Ecopreneur’s members, all in pursuit of
economically sound and socially empowering
business solutions to the climate challenge
(mitigation and adaptation). The aim was to
show that the Europe-wide clean-tech
solution and sustainability-driven economy
supports the climate movement.

Position papers
European Association of Green Business:
TTIP, ISDS – thanks, but no thanks!
22 Januar 2015: Ecopreneur.eu opposes the
planned free-trade agreement between the
EU and the United States, and nontransparent investor protection agreements.
If TTIP is adopted as currently planned,
multinational companies will be able to use
the treaty and its investor protection clauses
to pressure states to implement – or indeed
refrain from – specific political measures.
Ecopreneur.eu believes that free trade and
investor protection agreements must always
be based on agreeing to the highest
environmental, safety and social standards of
the countries participating, and not falling
back to the lowest common denominator.
Investments abroad must of course be
protected, but this should not be done at the
expense of the environment, public health or
social security. Ecopreneur.eu thus demands
that the TTIP negotiations be stopped
immediately. Any new negotiations must be
transparent and democratically legitimized.

Publications
Guidelines for green start-ups
Green
start-ups
represent
major
drivers and change
agents in transforming
the economy towards
sustainability. In the
“Thinking
green:
towards an ecological
and
sustainable
economy in Europe”
project,
Ecopreneur.eu developed guidelines with and
for green entrepreneurs.
The overall aim of this project is to facilitate
the transition towards a climate-friendly
economy, to promote research and innovation

Business frontrunners call for strengthened
Circular Economy Package
21 May 2015: A coalition of business
associations, representing thousands of
businesses, called for a strengthened Circular
Economy Package based on political
leadership and ambitious policies on waste
prevention. The broadly supported manifesto
served as input from a frontrunners’ business
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perspective on the renewed Circular Economy
Package, based on the obstacles for circular
business as experienced by companies. The
circular economy holds the promise of 2
million new jobs, estimated net EU-wide
savings for businesses of up to 600 billion
euros, and hundreds of millions of tonnes
of avoided waste.

Ambitious targets and consumer incentives
needed for circular economy
2 December 2015: Ecopreneur.eu and its
member organizations believe that the
circular economy holds many opportunities
for the European Union and its member
states. It is estimated that the circular
economy can create up to three million jobs
by 2030 and 600 billion euros of savings per
year in the European Union. Furthermore, the
circular economy will lead to an increased
waste reduction and reduced environmental
impact, including an up to 70% cut in carbon
emissions. However, political support is
needed to remove existing obstacles for
companies, improve the “rules of the game”
of our economy and boost the circular
economy. Thus, Ecopreneur.eu asks for strong
government policies. Binding targets for
recycling should be extended in order to cover
the full chain (reuse, repair etc.). EU-wide
legislation, harmonization as well as national
action plans should be used to further
accelerate the circular economy. It is crucial to
introduce financial incentives to encourage
companies and consumers to favour circular
business models.

TTIP a benefit for SMEs?
1 June 2015: Ecopreneur.eu criticized the
latest EU Commission report on small and
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and the
Transatlantic
Trade
and
Investment
Partnership (TTIP) as incomplete and
misleading. With regard to the “Small and
Medium Sized Enterprises and the
Transatlantic
Trade
and
Investment
Partnership” report, Ecopreneur.eu first
criticized the Commission for misrepresenting
the significance of transatlantic trade to
European SMEs: The importance of trade with
the US is only shown with respect to
internationally active SMEs, which constitute
only a tiny fraction (0.7 %) of all European
SMEs. Non-exporting SMEs are hardly
mentioned, thus their expectations and
concerns are not considered at all. Secondly,
Ecopreneur.eu finds fault with the report’s
methodology: The report is based on surveys
among “self-selected” enterprises but the
results are nevertheless presented as
representative and generally accepted.

Press releases
21 May 2015: Business frontrunners call for
strengthened Circular Economy Package
1 June 2015: TTIP a benefit for SMEs?
1 June 2015: The European Green Economy
moves forward! Ecopreneur.eu launches
event on World Environment Day

Free trade: Why do SMEs fear TTIP?
25 November 2015: In the confrontation
between promoters and opponents of the
proposed Transatlantic Trade and Investment
Partnership (TTIP), it is difficult to hear the
voice of SMEs (Small and Medium-Sized
Enterprises). Over the past months, numerous
European SMEs have expressed their concern,
both individually and collectively, over the
risks to their activity resulting from the
current negotiations. In a related article,
Gottfried Härle, one of the initiators of “SMEs
against TTIP” in Germany, gives an illustrative
presentation about “Why SMEs fear TTIP”.
This article was published at EurActiv.

10 June 2015: Investor Trends: Divest from
Fossils – Invest in Green Business
15 September 2015: Binding targets for
resource usage necessary for a circular
economy | Delegation presents joint positions
to Schally (DG ENVI)
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15 October 2015: “Ecopreneurs for the
Climate 2015ʺ – Green Economy Associations
from Ecopreneur.eu join the Climate
Movement ahead of the COP21
26 November 2015: Invitation to the official
presentation of Ecopreneur.eu (2nd of
December 2015, Brussels)
2 December 2015: Ecopreneur.eu concerned
about Commission’s draft Circular Economy
Package proposal

Website

The Ecopreneur.eu website was relaunched at
the beginning of 2015. The association uses
the site to publish news about its activities
and projects and to offer downloads of recent
publications. The website is available in
English and German.
Social media activities
Ecopreneur.eu is actively using Facebook
(>350 likes) and Twitter (>600 followers). On
both platforms, news, views and activities of
the federation are posted, tweeted and
retweeted.
facebook.com/ecopreneur.eu
twitter.com/EcopreneurEU
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Partnerships and collaboration
The Alliance for Circular Economy Solutions
(ACES) is a new collaboration of sustainable
businesses, NGOs and think tanks committed
to an ambitious circular economy policy in
Europe. Recently, Ecopreneur.eu members
UnternehmensGrün and De Groene Zaak
became partners of the ACES. The alliance
combines business voices with economic and
social analysis on the impact of the circular
economy. Its core objectives will be to secure
the European Circular Economy Package that
was recently adopted by the EU Commission.
An ambitious circular economy policy
generates new jobs and revenues whilst
driving product innovation, secondary raw
material use and new business models.

Alliance partners: Green Alliance, Aldersgate
Group, De Groene Zaak, Ecologic Institute,
Institute for European Environmental Policy
(IEEP) and UnternehmensGrün
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representatives and entrepreneurs, publishes
policy papers and recommendations, and
organizes competitions and rewards for
innovative projects. Together with its
members, EV© develops local, practical
solutions, ideas and innovative practices for
the 21st century. Since its foundation in 2005,
EV© has organized over 70 events; more than
ten projects were completed and supported,
and hundreds of entrepreneurs established
close contacts thanks to EV©.
www.entreprendrevert.org

Members
De Groene Zaak (Netherlands)
De Groene Zaak is the
leading sustainable business
association
in
the
Netherlands, uniting over
two hundred pioneering
companies. We are the
Dutch chapter of the World Business Council
for Sustainable Development (WBCSD) and a
founding partner of Ecopreneur. All our
partners hold to a clear business principle:
transforming our current economic system to
a sustainable and circular one as fast as
possible.
De Groene Zaak supports this goal by lobbying
for fair competition for sustainable business,
by putting sustainability issues on the public
agenda, and by connecting sustainable
entrepreneurs within our network. In
addition,
our
partners
create
new
opportunities among each other and through
cooperation with the green-minded scientific
network of Het Groene Brein, which provides
partners with access to innovative research
and expert knowledge.
www.degroenezaak.com

ECOVE (Spain)
ECOVE, Associación de
Empresas
de
la
Economía Verde, is the
Spanish
Green
Business Association aiming to catalyze a
sustainable economy in Spain and Europe, by
strengthening business ecosystems and
bringing the voice of SMEs and ecopreneurs to
decision makers.
ECOVE’s goals are to serve as an instrument to
improve laws and public policies in the
transition towards a green and sustainable
economy, to support the needs and interests
of the member enterprises of the association
and to contribute to the development,
promotion, and interconnection of all regional
green economy ecosystems within Spain.
www.ecove.org

Entreprendre Vert (France)
Entreprendre Vert
(EV©)
was
founded in 2005
to strengthen the
dialogue between
the economic world and other societal
stakeholders. It is an association for
entrepreneurs who are involved in sustainable
development. EV© allows its members to
benefit from this progress and to strengthen
the voice of sustainable and ecological
entrepreneurialism.
The association counts approximately one
hundred active members and reaches, via PR
activities and networking, several thousands
of entrepreneurs, legal representatives,
students and associations. EV´s © field of
activity comprises the organization of
meetings, networking activities and crosssectoral exchange. It supports entrepreneurs,
co-organizes
workshops
for
legal

Grüne Wirtschaft (Austria)
Grüne
Wirtschaft
(GW©)
is
the
organization
of
green entrepreneurs
and freelancers in
Austria. It represents
the interests of
freelancers as well as small businesses. Also,
GW© is active in the green fraction of the
Austrian Federal Economic Chamber. The
organization campaigns for a sustainable way
of economic activity following the core values
of ecology, fairness, self-determination, nonviolence, feminism and diversity. GW´s ©
work is guided by the principles of the
Austrian Green Party. It affiliates itself with
the green movement although it is not a
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member of the Green Party but legally
independent. GW© welcomes and is open to
businesses and freelancers also outside the
traditional array of political parties.
By means of public relations, GW© actively
contributes
to
the
politico-economic
discussion in Austria, presents specific and
realistic politico-economic proposals and thus
influences the shaping of the economic
environment in Austria. GW© offers its
members various networking options,
including the exchange of opinions and
business opportunities, further education and
the chance to actively contribute to the
organization’s political work.
www.gruenewirtschaft.at

UnternehmensGrün e.V. (Germany)
UnternehmensGrün
(UG©) – the German
Federal Association
of
the
Green
Economy – was
founded as early as in 1992. Representing
more than 170 members, UG© campaigns for
the protection of the environment and a
sustainable economy. UG© is a non-partisan,
non-profit and financially independent
entrepreneur association.
Together with the experts from within the
ranks of its members and the executive board,
UG© contributes to the legislative process, is
consulted in hearings of the German
parliament (Bundestag) and develops
concepts
for
sustainable
economic
development.
UG© is in constant dialogue with policymakers both at the state and federal levels.
Most of its members are small and mediumsized businesses. In addition to political
lobbying, UG© facilitates and enables crosssectoral networking opportunities and
information exchange for its members.
Furthermore, UG© strives to increase public
awareness by actively promoting key green
economy topics.
www.unternehmensgruen.de

Sustainable Economy Association (Belgium)
Sustainable Economy
Association (SEA) wants
to
accelerate
the
economic
transition
towards a sustainable
economic model. The
association located in Brussels comprises 50
members, all of them working as executives,
managers or business experts in different
organizations (large private and publicly
owned companies, consultants, SMEs). They
all share the positive passion that climate
change and environmental issues are drivers
for innovation and rethinking of our business
models.
Businesses
that
integrate
sustainability into their core decision-making
processes are able to create new sources of
value for our economies, customers,
employees and shareholders.
SEA intends to be a change agent and a
counterpart to more traditional and other
change-averse business stakeholders by
sharing inspiring success stories and best
practices of sustainable entrepreneurship, by
providing tools and techniques to implement
successful sustainable transformation of
companies and by offering a platform where
sustainable
business
projects
and
opportunities can be discussed and initiated
(innovation, new markets, cost savings, …).
www.sust-econ-ass.be
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Ecopreneur.eu
European Sustainable Business Federation
123 Rue Franz Merjay
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Belgium
Telephone +32 (0) 2 - 808 35 88
info(at)ecopreneur.eu
twitter.com/EcopreneurEU
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