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Dear reader,  

2016 was an exciting and successful year for 

Ecopreneur.eu, the European Sustainable Busi-

ness Federation. We officially acquired legal 

status as an "association internationale sans 

but lucratif" (aisbl), a non-profit non-govern-

mental organization under Belgian law. 

 

Objectives and goals 

Ecopreneur.eu advocates a genuinely sustaina-

ble economy and lobbies on the European level 

for a sustainable economy and better condi-

tions for green start-ups and SMEs.  

With Ecopreneur.eu we set a course toward 

sustainable economic policies on the European 

level to support the economic and societal 

transformation towards sustainability  

By issuing several position papers for more am-

bitious legal frameworks in the European Un-

ion, Ecopreneur.eu successfully continued its 

political work. 

In June 2016, the first General Assembly of the 

association was held in Paris. The board con-

sisting of representative of our member associ-

ations was elected, strategies and visions for 

Ecopreneur.eu were developed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As an association of sustainable business pio-

neers, we were participating, organizing, and 

contributing to several international high-level 

events, such as the 20th European Forum on 

Eco-innovation in Tallinn in October 2016, or 

the breakfast event “SME and the Circular 

Economy Package” hosted by the SME Inter-

group and sponsored by Ecopreneur.eu.  

Also, we continued growing: the Sustainable 

Business Association (SEA) from Belgium and 

the Foundation for Circular Economy from 

Hungary joined the association.    

 

Ecopreneur.eu currently holds seven member 

associations: De Groene Zaak (Netherlands), 

Sustainable Economy Association (Belgium),  

UnternehmensGrün (Germany), ECOVE 

(Spain), Grüne Wirtschaft (Austria), Entre-

prendre Vert (France) and the Foundation for 

Circular Economy (Hungary), which together 

represent more than 2.500 sustainable compa-

nies in Europe. 

 

Enjoy reading our annual report 2016! 

 

 
 

Juliane Reiber 

Managing Director 
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Overview Mayor Milestones 2016 

January 

• The Belgian association „Sustainable Econ-
omy Association“ joined Ecopreneur as a 
new member 

• Participation of UnternehmensGrün and 
de Groene Zaak in Project ACES "Alliance 
for Circular Economy Solutions 

• Katharina Reuter held Keynote speech at 
the conference „Unwrapping the Package – 
towards a Circular Economy in Europe” 

 
February 

• Official association founding under Belgian 
law >> Ecopreneur.eu has since been an 
"Associations internationale sans but lu-
cratif" (aisbl) 

 
April  

• Ecopreneur.eu sponsors the SME Inter-
group Breakfast Event in Brussels on the 
subject of "SME and the Circular Economy 
Package", with Daniel Calleja-Crespo (Di-
rector General Environment), Arthur ten 
Wolde (CE expert Ecopreneur.eu), Arnaldo 
Abruzzini (representative Eurochambres), 
Mr. Stephane Arditi (Policy Manager for 
Product and Waste of European Environ-
mental Bureau). The discussion was mod-
erated by Reinhard Bütikofer MEP. 

 
May 

• Invitation to Greece for the “2nd Interna-
tional Conference on Sustainable Develop-
ment”, May 21st, 2016, in Thessaloniki, or-
ganized by the International Hellenic Uni-
versity. Presentation by Juliane Reiber on 
"Topic E - 2nd Pillar of SD: Economy - Green 
Economy - Trick or Treat?" 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
June  

• 1st General Assembly of the Association in 
Paris: Elected a board of directors, com-
posed of representatives of the member 
associations. 

o Board: Luis Morales, Frédéric Ben-
haim, Gael Guillou, Alyssa Jade 
McDonald-Bärtl, Marjolein Dem-
mers, Volker Plass 

o Executive Management: Juliane 
Reiber 

 
October  

• Ecopreneur.eu participates in 2nd edition 
of the Global Week of the Green Business 
and the Climate Movement (ECO4CLIM16), 
at the national level (Spain, France, Ger-
many) 

• Ecopreneur.eu was part of the "Task 
Group" for the "20th European Forum on 
Eco-innovation", held in Tallinn in late Oc-
tober and organized by the EU Commission 
and the Estonian Ministry of Environment.  

• Ecopreneur.eu, through its Spanish affili-
ate, was part of SwitchMED Connect 2016, 
the Annual Gathering of the Green Econ-
omy in the Mediterranean region.  

 
November  

• Arthur ten Wolde, Circular Economy Expert 
of Ecopreneur.eu presented the highlights 
of the recycling industry at the "Interna-
tional Conference on Green and Accessible 
Tourism“ in Split, Croatia. 

• Foundation for Circular Economy (Hun-
gary) joined Ecopreneur as a new member 
>> Ecopreneur.eu now has seven members 

 
December 

• December 7th, 2016 -  Alyssa Jade McDon-
ald_Bärtl presented biodiversity #HowTos 
from small business view at the “Land Un-
der Pressure” event with Friends of the 
Earth Europe in Brussels 
 

  

http://www.sust-econ-ass.be/events
http://www.sust-econ-ass.be/events
https://ecopreneur.jimdo.com/publications/
https://ecopreneur.jimdo.com/publications/
http://switchmedconnect.com/en/speaker/luis-morales/
http://ecopreneurs4climate.org/listings/berlin/
http://ecopreneurs4climate.org/listings/berlin/
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Political lobby work  
Ecopreneur.eu is lobbying for the transfor-

mation of economic, environmental and en-

ergy policy and the integration of sustainability 

into policy making at the European level.  

Key Topics include:  

• Sustainable Development Goals  

• Circular Economy 

• Climate Protection 

• Eco-innovation and Entrepreneurship 

• Energy change 

• Modernization of the tax system 

 

Circular Economy Package 

The circular economy package is of enormous 

importance for the sustainable economy in Eu-

rope. On 2 May 2016, Ecopreneur.eu hosted 

the breakfast event "SME and the cycle econ-

omy package" where representatives of the EU 

Commission, the European Parliament, eco-

nomic organizations and NGOs discussed the 

opportunities and barriers of the recycling in-

dustry. 

 

As a speaker for this event, the economics ex-

pert Arthur ten Wolde of De Groene Zaak (NL) 

took part. Ecopreneur.eu favours a circular 

economy package with ambitious targets, clear 

price incentives, requirements for eco-design 

and new, intelligent regulations. 

Continue reading here. 

 

 

Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) 

Ecopreneur.eu and its affiliates are convinced 

that Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) is 

crucial for the realization of the circular econ-

omy. In it’s general opinion on the EU circular 

economy package, Ecopreneur.eu asks for an  

 

 

ambitious implementation of the current pro-

posal of the European Commission, including: 

• More demanding 

targets across the 

board 

• Economic incen-

tives for produc-

ers and consum-

ers who prefer circulating products and 

services 

• a mandatory green public procurement 

that integrates recycling management 

• an EU directive for the design of recycled 

products 

• and attractive research programs (position 

paper) 

 

Waste directive 

Ecopreneur.eu welcomed the first draft report 

by Simona Bonafè of 24.5.2016 on the proposal 

for a directive of the European Parliament and 

of the Council amending Directive 2008/98 / EC 

on waste (COM (2015) 0595 - C8-0382 / 2015) 

2015/0275 (COD)). The provisions in this Di-

rective should aim to support the design and 

production of goods and services which take 

fully into account and facilitate the efficient use 

of resources during the whole life cycle of the 

product including their ease of repair, disas-

sembly, re-use, and recycling, but also of ser-

vices, which offer great opportunities for re-

source efficiency. Products-as-a service, dura-

bility, refurbishment, remanufacturing, sharing 

platforms and digitization should be added on 

the list of waste prevention methods.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.ecopreneur.eu/en/2016/05/breakfast-event-in-brussels-sme-and-the-circular-economy-package/
https://ecopreneur.jimdo.com/publications/
https://ecopreneur.jimdo.com/publications/
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Ecological transition 

Ecopreneur.eu and its affiliates are convinced 

that the implementation of the Paris Agree-

ment and the Sustainable Development Goals 

are crucial for achieving an ecological transition 

of the economic system within EU. Through its 

Spanish member ECOVE has published a posi-

tion paper to encourage this transition in Spain, 

and has taken active role in COP22 Marrakech 

to raise awareness on these topics.  

  

http://ecove.org/2016/03/16/comunicado-de-posicionamiento-el-acuerdo-de-paris-una-oportunidad-para-transformar-el-modelo-de-desarrollo-economico-en-espana-decalogo-de-recomendaciones-politicas/
http://ecove.org/2016/03/16/comunicado-de-posicionamiento-el-acuerdo-de-paris-una-oportunidad-para-transformar-el-modelo-de-desarrollo-economico-en-espana-decalogo-de-recomendaciones-politicas/
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Events 
General Meeting  

During the first general meeting of Eco-

preneur.eu in Paris (24/25 June 2016), the six 

leading green economic associations of Europe 

were represented. Important components of 

the first Annual General Meeting were the joint 

strategy development (including communica-

tion) as well as the formation of "working 

groups" for emerging specialist and organiza-

tional questions. The following topics will be 

concentrated on in the future: 

• the implementation of the Paris Con-

vention for Climate Protection, 

• Eco-innovation with functional pro-

jects, 

• the energy transition, 

• Promotion of recycling, 

• Eco-entrepreneurship 

• Modernization of the tax system 

 

With Marjolein Demmers (President, The Neth-

erlands), Alyssa Jade McDonald-Bärtl (Vice 

President, Germany), Gael Guillou (Treasurer, 

Vice President, Belgium) and the other mem-

bers of the Board Plass (Austria), the team un-

derlined the central themes of SMEs with an 

ethical and green orientation in Europe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Unwrapping the Package - towards a Circular 

Economy in Europe”, Rotterdam 

At the conference "Unwrapping the Package - 

towards a Circular Economy in Europe", that 

took place in Rotterdam on 25 January 2016, 

Ecopreneur.eu presents the circular economy 

from the practical perspective of its member 

companies. While stakeholders in the EU, the 

civil society and the public authorities dis-

cussed the challenges and opportunities of a 

European circular policy (CE) for two days in Eu-

rope and the possible implications of the new 

proposal of the EU Commission, the circle pio-

neers demand much more ambitious and am-

bitious Strengthened CE package. 

“12th round of negotiations on TTIP”, Brussels 

Participation of Ecopreneur.eu in the 12th 

round of negotiations on TTIP: The 12th round 

of the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Part-

nership Agreement (TTIP) took place in the 

week 22-26 February 2016 in Brussels. On 

Wednesday 24th, the European Commission's 

Directorate-General for Trade held a stake-

holder engagement in which organizations had 

the opportunity to comment on the proposed 

free trade agreement. In the course of the 

event Katharina Reuter of Ecopreneur.eu em-

phasized the risks of the TTIP for the food and 

agriculture sector. 

From left.: Luis Morales, Frederic Benhaim, Thibaut 

Georgin, Alyssa Jade McDonald-Bärtl, Juliane Reiber 

(Executive Manager), Marjolein Demmers, Andrée 

Buchmann and Volker Plass (Board members Eco-

preneur.eu) 

 

Hugo Schally, Head of Unit, Directorate General En-

vironment", "Eco-innovation and circular economy", 

Dr. Katharina Reuter (Ecopreneur.eu, Coordination) 

https://ecopreneur.jimdo.com/publications/
https://ecopreneur.jimdo.com/publications/
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“SME and the Circular Economy”, Brussels 

Ecopreneur.eu sponsored the Breakfast Events 

on “SME and the Circular Economy Package”, 

organized by the SME Intergroup on 20. April 

2016 in Brussels. Participants were Daniel 

Calleja-Crespo (Director General Environment), 

Arthur ten Wolde (CE expert Ecopreneur.eu), 

Arnaldo Abruzzini (representative of Euro-

chambres), Mr. Stephane Arditi (Policy Man-

ager for Product and Waste of European Envi-

ronmental Bureau).  The discussion was 

chaired by MEP Reinhard Bütikofer. The event 

proved to be very successful and received a 

high response. Representatives of the EU Com-

mission, the EU Parliament, economic organi-

zations and NGOs discussed the opportunities 

and barriers of the recycling industry.  

 

 

International Conference on Sustainable De-

velopment, Thessaloniki  

UnternehmensGrün e.V. and Ecopreneur.eu 

were invited to the 2nd International Confer-

ence on Sustainable Development in Thessalo-

niki, a three-day sustainability event (20-22 

May 2016). The conference, organized by stu-

dents, highlighted the complexity of the obsta-

cles and goals of sustainable economic devel-

opment. The topics of the lectures included the 

difficulties of sustainable development, the im-

portance of an environmentally friendly life-

style, the necessity of the interaction between 

the three pillars of sustainable development 

(economy - environment - society) and the 

practical application of the principles of sus-

tainable development in our everyday life. 

On behalf of the two organizations, Mrs Juliane 

Reiber took part in the conference as a speaker 

and underlined the importance of the green 

economy for sustainable development. 

 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

 

Following the adoption of the Agenda for Sus-

tainable Development in 2030, which is a global 

common set of rules for sustainable develop-

ment, the countries are now pursuing the ob-

jectives of sustainable development (SDG). 

Success requires new forms of cooperation - 

between business, civil society, government 

and science across Europe. In order to discuss 

these new forms and to promote the SDGs in 

Europe, a high-level meeting on "How to make 

sustainable development targets on the Euro-

pean issue - a multi-stakeholder approach" was 

held in Brussels on 30 and 31 May 2016. The 

meeting was organized by the Ministry of For-

Photo by: Students for Sustainability - Interna-

tional Hellenic University 

Arthur ten Wolde (de Groene Zaak) and Reinhard 

Bütikhofer (MEP, European Greens) 

Photo by: https://twitter.com/UNSDSN – Sustainable 

Development Solutions Network 

https://ecopreneur.jimdo.com/publications/
https://ecopreneur.jimdo.com/publications/
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eign Affairs of the Netherlands, the SDG Char-

ter, the Sustainable Development Solutions 

Network and the European Economic and So-

cial Committee. Participants from various sec-

tors of the society were representatives of 

companies, business associations, NGOs and 

government representatives from within the 

EU, and some non-EU countries. 

Marjolein Demmers, Member of the Board 

Ecopreneur.eu, and Mara Francken (both De 

Groene Zaak) attended the meeting and repre-

sented the European voice of the green com-

panies. 

  

 

“20th Eco-Innovation Forum”, Tallinn 

Ecopreneur.eu was 

part of the „Task 

Group“, which orga-

nized the 20th Eco-In-

novation Forum. This 

event was organized by 

DG Environment and 

the Estonian Ministry 

of the Environment in 

Tallinn, Estonia from 26 to 28 October 2016. 

Ecopreneur.eu provided expert information on 

green SMEs, recycling and sustainable business 

models. 

 

Ecopreneurs for the Climate 2016 

ECOVE, the Spanish member of Ecopreneur.eu, 

launched “Ecopreneurs for the Climate” 

(ECO4CLIM). ECO4CLIM is a non-profit organi-

zation that boosts and scales-up sound green 

business solutions that tackle climate change, 

as well as organizes annually, the Global Week 

of the Green Business and the Climate Move-

ment. In its first edition in 2015, it involved 

more than 500 companies and civil society ac-

tors in seven European cities. In 2016, the 

range tripled, with 22 cities from 16 different 

countries participating in the second edition 

(ECO4CLIM16), from 24 to 30 October. 

Ecopreneur.eu was one of the six global part-

ners of Eco4Clim. A total of 22 cities from 16 

countries organized an event within the "2016 

Global Week of Green Business and the Climate 

Movement" (#ECO4CLIM16). The aim was to 

network, promote and empower sustainable 

enterprises and eco-entrepreneurs in order to 

find sustainable business solutions for the chal-

lenges of climate change. 

Entreprendre Vert organized a workshop in 

Paris, UnternehmensGrün was a partner of the 

Berlin Initiative, with Juliane Reiber represent-

ing the association as a jury member.  

 

Further events:  

• Participation in panel on POLFREE Con-
ference in Brussels on 16-2-2016  

• Active participation in GREENS MEP 
lunch meeting at the EP on 16 March 
with Rob Kragt (Desso/Tarkett) 

• Participation in a Debate on Paris 
Agreement, held in Madrid, March 
2016.  

• Meeting with the UEAPME Sustainabil-

ity Committee by Alyssa Jade McDon-

ald-Baertl and Arthur ten Wolde, Brus-

sels, 22 June 2016 

• Panel members Marjolein Demmers 

and Arthur ten Wolde at an EEAC/RLI 

meeting on the circular economy, 

Brussels, 13 September 2016 

• Panel member at the Climate Chance 

Meeting in Nantes, 26 September 

2016. The session was well attended 

and confirmed our cooperation with 

https://ecopreneur.jimdo.com/blog/
https://ecopreneur.jimdo.com/blog/
https://ecopreneur.jimdo.com/blog/
http://www.publico.es/sociedad/m-ambiente/crear-millones-empleos-verdes-espana.html
http://www.publico.es/sociedad/m-ambiente/crear-millones-empleos-verdes-espana.html


 

 
9 

 

ACR+ and Orée on accelerating the cir-

cular economy. The conference con-

firmed the role of the circular econ-

omy as a means to strengthen con-

crete action to bridge the gap be-

tween current commitments and the 

objectives of the Paris Agreement for 

CO2 emission reduction. Eco-

preneur.eu and De Groene Zaak will 

sign the Nantes Declaration of Climate 

Actors 

• Panel member at European Green 

Party Conference in Brussels, 1 Octo-

ber 2016 in a session on the Green 

economy led by MEP Philippe Lam-

berts (GREENS/BE) 

• Panel member at the Innovation and 

Green Entrepreneurship Meeting, 

held in Madrid, 19 October 2016, or-

ganized by Ecoembes.  

• Panel member at the Innovation and 

Eco-entrepreneurship Dialogues, held 

in Madrid in 11 November 2016.  

• Active participation, through the 

Spanish member ECOVE, in the Span-

ish National Congress on Environ-

ment, held in Madrid in November 

2016.  

• Panel member at the Green Economy 

Forum, held in Cordoba (Spain), 14 De-

cember 2016.  

• Meetings with MEPs Gerbrandy 

ALDE/NL), Skrlec (GREENS/KRO), Mark 

Demesmaeker (ECR/BEL), Miroslav 

Poche office (S&D/CZ), and with Guido 

Lena (UEAPME) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Publications  

Online Action Day 
What are the drivers and motives of eco-entre-

preneurs? What are the challenges sustainable 

start-ups face? What are the right instruments 

for them to succeed? 

In a European-wide survey about the European 

Green Economy, eco-entrepreneurs gave an-

swers to these and similar questions. It was car-

ried out by UnternehmensGrün e.V. in close co-

operation with Ecopreneur.eu. An informative 

picture of the sustainable European economy 

can be drawn from the responses of the eco-

entrepreneurs from seven different EU coun-

tries, various economic sectors, and company 

age/size. The results of the survey got pub-

lished as part of our “Online Action Day” at the 

end of October 2016 and the most interesting 

results can be read in the handout on our web-

site.  

 

The handout was part of the project “Greening 

Europe’s Economy 2016” which was financially 

supported by the German Federal Environment 

Agency (UBA) with funds of the Federal Minis-

try for the Environment, Nature Conservation, 

Building and Nuclear Safety (BMUB).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://ecove.org/2016/11/20/dialogos-innovacion-y-ecoemprendimiento/
http://ecove.org/2016/11/20/dialogos-innovacion-y-ecoemprendimiento/
http://ecove.org/2016/11/22/ecove-en-conama2016/
http://ecove.org/2016/11/22/ecove-en-conama2016/
http://ecove.org/2016/11/22/ecove-en-conama2016/
http://ecove.org/2016/12/07/foro-de-economia-verde-en-cordoba/
http://ecove.org/2016/12/07/foro-de-economia-verde-en-cordoba/
http://ecopreneurs4climate.org/listings/berlin/
http://ecopreneurs4climate.org/listings/berlin/
http://www.unternehmensgruen.org/veranstaltungen/online-action-day-greening-europes-economy/
https://ecopreneur.jimdo.com/publications/
https://ecopreneur.jimdo.com/publications/
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Position papers  

Green Action Plan for SMEs: opportunities and 

challenges 

9. February 2016: The European Commission 

has recently published the Green Action Plan 

for SMEs: opportunities and challenges. The 

overall aim of the Green Action Plan is to ena-

ble green SMEs to turn environmental chal-

lenges into business opportunities. The plan 

outlines a series of actions, such as improving 

resource efficiency, facilitating green entrepre-

neurship, grasping the opportunities of green-

ing value chains and establishing a circular 

economy, easier access to market and a Euro-

pean-wide, supportive governance for SMEs. 

In this position paper on the Green Action Plan 

for SMEs, Ecopreneur.eu recommends several 

improvements for facilitating the transfor-

mation of the current linear economy towards 

a circular, sustainable one, fostering innovation 

and green entrepreneurship in SMEs. 

 

Improvement of Extended Producer Responsi-

bility (EPR) crucial for circular economy 

5. April 2016: Ecopreneur.eu and its member 

organizations believe that Extended Producer 

Responsibility (EPR) is crucial for realizing the 

circular economy. Ecopreneur.eu asks for am-

bitious implementation of the current proposal 

from the European Commission, including am-

bitious goals along the full circle, economic in-

centives for producers and consumers favour-

ing circular products and services, mandatory 

Green Public Procurement with integration of 

circularity, an EU Directive for circular design, 

and attractive research programs. 

Ecopreneur.eu asked for the improvement and 

extension of existing EPR schemes to incentiv-

ize companies to implement circular business 

models. Further, enforcing the existing waste 

regulations and a differentiation of levies down 

to product and company level. Harmonized cri-

teria must be ensured, established, and applied 

consistently across the EU, including calcula-

tion schemes for the height of levies.  

Extend EPR schemes to cover more and more 

products and sectors and a mandatory invest-

ment of the EPR funds in the circular economy. 

 

Position on the draft Simona Bonafè report on 

amendment of the Waste Directive 

20. June 2016: Ecopreneur.eu welcomed the 

first draft report by Simona Bonafè dated 

24.5.2016 on the proposal for a directive of the 

European Parliament and of the Council 

amending Directive 2008/98/EC on waste 

(COM (2015)0595 – C8-0382/2015 – 

2015/0275(COD)).  

The provisions in this Directive should aim to 

support the design and production of goods 

and services which take fully into account and 

facilitate the efficient use of resources during 

the whole life cycle of the product including 

their ease of repair, disassembly, re-use, and 

recycling, but also of services, which offer great 

opportunities for resource efficiency. Products-

as-a service, durability, refurbishment, reman-

ufacturing, sharing platforms and digitization 

should be added on the list of waste prevention 

methods. Horizon 2020 is, in its present design  

unattractive for pioneering sustainable compa-

nies, and especially for SMEs and young com-

panies developing circular business models. 

Ecopreneur.eu suggests to either increase the 

budget and make it attractive for them, or re-

assign the budget to be invested in innovation 

towards a circular economy through other 

schemes. Ecopreneur.eu strongly suggests 

opening up the VAT directive to allow for dif-

ferentiation on the basis of resource efficiency 

will correct a serious flaw in the CE Package: 

the absence of financial incentives for con-

sumer.  

 

 

 

 

https://ecopreneur.jimdo.com/publications/
https://ecopreneur.jimdo.com/publications/
https://ecopreneur.jimdo.com/publications/
https://ecopreneur.jimdo.com/publications/
https://ecopreneur.jimdo.com/publications/
https://ecopreneur.jimdo.com/publications/
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Further publications: 

• Joint letter about the EU recycling tar-

gets by the UK Green Alliance (ACES) to 

the EU Environment ministers, co-

signed by De Groene Zaak and Un-

ternehmensgrün, 11 October 2016 

• Opinion: Germany must change stance 

on opposition to recycling targets, By 

Alyssa Jade McDonald-Baertl and Ar-

thur ten Wolde, in: Euractiv (7 October 

2016)  

• Article: Governments as drivers for a 

circular economy, ICE Journal Waste 

and Resource Management (3 October 

2016). Click here for a free draft ver-

sion  

• Ecopreneur.eu position on the draft Si-

mona Bonafè report on amendment of 

the Waste Directive (June 2016) 

• Recent Powerpoint Presentation sum-

marising our position (March 2016) 

• A letter on the EU Environment Coun-

cil Conclusions on the CE Package sent 

to the Dutch (by De Groene Zaak) and 

German (by Unternehmensgrün) Envi-

ronment Ministers, also used in Spain 

and France. This was the first coordi-

nated lobby effort by members of Eco-

preneur.eu concerning the circular 

economy  

• A letter by ACES sent to Juncker and 

all Commissioners urging them to 

move forward with Ecodesign 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Press releases  

28. Jan. 2016: Growing network: Belgian as-

sociation joined Ecopreneur.eu 

9. Feb. 2016:  Green Action Plan for SMEs: 

opportunities and challenges 

2. May 2016: Breakfast event in Brussels: 

“SME and the Circular Economy Package” 

28. June 2016: Strong signal for a joint sustain-

able Europe 

15. Nov. 2016: ECO4CLIM16: From Paris to 

Marrakech with sustainable business solutions 

to climate change 

24. Nov. 2016: Foundation for Circular Econ-

omy: Ecopreneur.eu welcomes new member 

from Hungary 
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Website  

Ecopreneur.eu uses its website to publish news 

about its activities and projects and to offer 

downloads of recent publications and infor-

mation in upcoming events.  

Social media activities  

Ecopreneur.eu is actively using Facebook (>610 

likes) and Twitter (>1280 followers). On both 

platforms, news, views and activities of the fed-

eration are posted, tweeted and retweeted.  

 

      facebook.com/ecopreneur.eu 

      twitter.com/EcopreneurEU  

  

https://www.facebook.com/ecopreneur.eu/?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/ecopreneureu?lang=de
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Partnerships and collaboration 
 

Alliance for Circular Economy Solutions 

The Alliance for Circular Economy Solutions 

(ACES) is a collaboration of sustainable busi-

nesses, NGOs and think tanks committed to an 

ambitious circular economy policy in Europe. 

Ecopreneur.eu members UnternehmensGrün 

and De Groene Zaak became partners of ACES. 

The alliance combines business voices with 

economic and social analysis on the impact of 

the circular economy. Its core objectives will be 

to secure the European Circular Economy Pack-

age that was recently adopted by the EU Com-

mission. An ambitious circular economy policy 

generates new jobs and revenues whilst driving 

product innovation, secondary raw material 

use and new business models.  

Alliance partners: Green Alliance, Aldersgate 

Group, De Groene Zaak, Ecologic Institute, In-

stitute for European Environmental Policy 

(IEEP) and UnternehmensGrün 

 

Green Action Plan Task Force 

In November Ecopreneur.eu became part of 

the "Green Action Plan Task Force". The CAP 

Task Force is responsible for monitoring the im-

plementation of the Green Action Plan and 

providing advice / feedback. The task force is 

composed of representatives of the economic 

sector, that is, from European associations rep-

resenting SMEs or Chambers of Commerce as 

well as academics.  

 

 

 

 

First Global Forum on New Economy and So-

cial Innovation (NESI) 

In 2016, Ecopreneur.eu became partner of 

the “New Economy & Social Innovation Global 

Forum” (NESI). It is an open forum for every-

one interested on building together a more 

sustainable, social, fair, and collaborative 

economy oriented towards the Common 

Good. For the first time, a global event is be-

ing organized to set the foundations of a New 

Economy. 

 

 

  

http://www.green-alliance.org.uk/ACES.php
http://www.green-alliance.org.uk/ACES.php
http://neweconomyforum.org/
http://neweconomyforum.org/
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Members  
De Groene Zaak (Netherlands) 

De Groene Zaak is the lead-

ing sustainable business as-

sociation in the Netherlands, 

uniting over two hundred pi-

oneering companies. Its part-

ners hold to a clear business principle: trans-

forming our current economic system to a sus-

tainable and circular one as fast as possible. 

De Groene Zaak supports this goal by lobbying 

for fair competition for sustainable business, by 

putting sustainability issues on the public 

agenda, and by connecting sustainable entre-

preneurs within our network.  

www.degroenezaak.com 

  

 

Entreprendre Vert (France) 

Entreprendre Vert 

(EV©) was 

founded in 2005 

to strengthen the 

dialogue between the economic world and 

other societal stakeholders. It is an association 

for entrepreneurs who are involved in sustain-

able development. EV© allows its members to 

benefit from this progress and to strengthen 

the voice of sustainable and ecological entre-

preneurialism. 

The association counts approximately one hun-

dred active members and reaches, via PR activ-

ities and networking, several thousands of en-

trepreneurs, legal representatives, students 

and associations.  

www.entreprendrevert.org 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ECOVE (Spain) 

ECOVE, Associación de 

Empresas de la 

Economía Verde, is the 

Spanish Green Business Association aiming to 

catalyze a sustainable economy in Spain and 

Europe, by strengthening business ecosystems 

and bringing the voice of SMEs and 

ecopreneurs to decision makers. 

ECOVE’s goals are to serve as an instrument to 

improve laws and public policies in the 

transition towards a green and sustainable 

economy, to support the needs and interests of 

the member enterprises of the association and 

to contribute to the development, promotion, 

and interconnection of all regional green 

economy ecosystems within Spain. 

www.ecove.org  

  

 

Grüne Wirtschaft (Austria) 

Grüne Wirtschaft 

(GW©) is the organi-

zation of green en-

trepreneurs and 

freelancers in Aus-

tria. It represents the 

interests of freelancers as well as small busi-

nesses. Also, GW© is active in the green frac-

tion of the Austrian Federal Economic Cham-

ber. The organization campaigns for a sustain-

able way of economic activity following the 

core values of ecology, fairness, self-determi-

nation, non-violence, feminism and diversity.  

www.gruenewirtschaft.at 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://degroenezaak.com/
http://degroenezaak.com/
http://entreprendrevert.org/
http://www.entreprendrevert.org/
http://www.greenbiz.es/
http://ecove.org/
http://www.gruenewirtschaft.at/site/home
http://www.ecopreneur.eu/en/www.gruenewirtschaft.at
http://www.ecopreneur.eu/en/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/de-groone-zaak.png
http://www.ecopreneur.eu/en/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/entreprendre-vert-logo1.jpg
http://web72wpen.web.makrohost.de/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Logo_gw1.jpg
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Sustainable Economy Association (Belgium) 

Sustainable Economy As-

sociation (SEA) wants to 

accelerate the economic 

transition towards a sus-

tainable economic 

model. The association located in Brussels 

comprises 50 members, all of them working as 

executives, managers or business experts in 

different organizations (large private and pub-

licly owned companies, consultants, SMEs). 

They all share the positive passion that climate 

change and environmental issues are drivers 

for innovation and rethinking of our business 

models. Businesses that integrate sustainabil-

ity into their core decision-making processes 

are able to create new sources of value for our 

economies, customers, employees and share-

holders. 

www.sust-econ-ass.be 

 

 

UnternehmensGrün e.V. (Germany) 

UnternehmensGrün 

(UG©) – the German 

Federal Association 

of the Green Econ-

omy – was founded as early as in 1992. Repre-

senting more than 210 members, UG© cam-

paigns for the protection of the environment 

and a sustainable economy. UG© is a non-par-

tisan, non-profit and financially independent 

entrepreneur association. 

UG© is in constant dialogue with policy-makers 

both at the state and federal levels. Most of its 

members are small and medium-sized busi-

nesses. In addition to political lobbying, UG© 

facilitates and enables cross-sectoral network-

ing opportunities and information exchange for 

its members. Furthermore, UG© strives to in-

crease public awareness by actively promoting 

key green economy topics. 

www.unternehmensgruen.de 

 

Foundation for Circular Economy (Hungary) 

In November 2016 the 

Hungarian "Foundation of 

Circular Ecomomy” joined 

Ecopreneur.eu. The Foun-

dation for Circulation 

Management (FCE) was 

founded in 2013 as a pri-

vate and independent initiative for the promo-

tion of the circular industry in Hungary and 

worldwide. The primary goal of FCE is to create 

a platform and a knowledge center where com-

panies, universities, local and regional authori-

ties as well as NGOs can work together to 

gather growing knowledge, experience and 

practice within circular economy, disseminate 

and raise awareness. 

http://circularfoundation.org/en 

http://www.sust-econ-ass.be/
http://www.sust-econ-ass.be/
http://www.unternehmensgruen.org/en/
http://www.unternehmensgruen.de/
http://circularfoundation.org/en/home
http://circularfoundation.org/en/home
http://circularfoundation.org/en
http://web72wpen.web.makrohost.de/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Logo_ug1.jpg
http://www.ecopreneur.eu/en/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/LogoSEA_FINAL_def_rgb_300dpi.jpg
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