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Editorial
During the past year Ecopreneur substantially increased its political influence in Brussels
in bringing forward ambitious circular economy principles. Thanks to a two-year grant
from Adessium Foundation and C&A Foundation, we could step up our work by increased
capacity and hiring two trainees. Besides our cross-sectoral focus, we worked specifically
on fashion policy. Like food and housing textiles and fashion have high relevance and
there high public attention, not least due to the social situation for workers in developing
countries and the hugh environmental impact of “fast fashion”. Fashion therefore
promises to become a focus of attention for the next European Commission. Our VicePresident Alyssa MacDonald-Bärtl and Circular Economy Expert Arthur ten Wolde
participated in numerous events and two official European working groups.
Ecopreneur wrote several position papers, including two that have contributed to the
later adoption of the Single Use Plastics Directive, and was admitted to the EELCF.
Together with MVO Nederland and WeSustain, we launched the Circularity Check, a free
online tool for SMEs to check the circularity of their product or service.
Enjoy reading our annual report 2018. We would welcome your comments and
suggestions for our work.

With best regards,

Manfred Mühlberger
Chairman of the Board of Ecopreneur.eu
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Activities, Events and Publications
January 2018
Event: Ciudades en Transicion – Roundtable Sustainable Cities; Luis Morales (Board
Member, Speaker)
Press release:
First announcement Circularity Check, Brussels, Jan. 30th,
2018:
How circular are the products and services your company puts on
the market? Ecopreneur.eu prepared the launch of a user-friendly
and free Circularity Check.
Press release: First announcement Circularity Check

February 2018
Event: European Circular Economy Stakeholder Platform – Conference; Alyssa
MacDonald-Bärtl and Arthur ten Wolde (panelists, speaker, workshop organiser)
Publications:
Plastics Strategy of the European Commission
requires ambitious implementation
Ecopreneur.eu welcomed the Plastics Strategy of the
European Commission. Many of our 2500 partner
companies use plastics in their packaging and/or
products. We fully support the key commitments for
action at the EU level towards the goal of ensuring that all plastic packaging is recyclable
by 2030.
Download PDF: Ecopreneur-Position-on-Plastics-Strategy-FINAL-19-2-18

March 2018
Events:
• Social Innovation Summit (Stuttgart, Germany); Alyssa MacDonald-Bärtl and Arthur
ten Wolde (Speaker)
• Kick-off event Platform Circular Economy Austria; Manfred Mühlberger and Arthur ten
Wolde (Panelists)
Funding:
Adessium Foundation and C&A Foundation approved a two-year grant of € 75.000 total
per year for Ecopreneur for circular economy advocacy.

3

ANNUAL REPORT 2018
Ecopreneur.eu

May 2018
Events:
Ecopreneur holds Circular Fashion Policy Lab
On the 24th of May, C&A Foundation, together with
Ecopreneur.EU and the European Circular Economy
Stakeholder Platform (ECESP) hosted a Circular
Fashion Policy Lab at the Europan Economic and Social
Committee (EESC) in Brussels.
Read more >>
Publications:
Ecopreneur.eu welcomes EC proposal on waste
reduction for single-use plastics
Brussels, 30. May 2018, Ecopreneur.eu was positive about
the European Commission’s decisiveness to reduce the
amount of plastic waste caused by single-use plastics. The
proposal to ban certain single-use plastic products where
alternatives are readily available and affordable fits with our
advocacy to use regulation to ban the most polluting
substances.
Read more >>

June 2018
Events:
General Assembly 2018: Election of new board
A new board was elected in June 2018. Manfred Mühlberger (Grüne Wirtschaft):
Chairman of Ecopreneur, Alyssa McDonald-Bärtl (UnternehmensGrün): Vice president of
Ecopreneur, Thibaut Georgin (SEA), replacing Gaël Guillou, Role: Treasurer, Michel
Schuurmans (MVO Nederlands), Frédéric Benhaim (Entreprendre Vert) and Luis Morales
Carballo (SANNAS).

July 2018
Events:
Grüne Wirtschaft demanded full support for a Circular Economy
During the last session of the “Economic Parliament” of the
Austrian Federal Economic Chamber Grüne Wirtschaft
advocated for a Circular Economy as one of the upcoming
key projects in Europe. The transition needs commitment
from all sides, especially from entrepreneurs and
enterprises. Therefore Grüne Wirtschaft presented a
resolution to the assembly, asking for full support of the
Economic Chamber for the Circular Economy as a key
concept of a sustainable economic system.
The resolution was passed unanimously by all members of the Economic parliament.
Read more >>
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September 2018
Publications:
Ecopreneur supports NGO letter to curb single-use
plastics
Ecopreneur co-signed a letter from a broad NGO
coalition including Zero Waste Europe, the EEB and WWF
supporting the recent proposal of the c for legislation to
curb single-use plastics. The NGO letter forms a
response to a recent one from the European Packaging
industry.
Read more >>

October 2018
Events:
Presentation for Cohesion Fund Managers
with KPMG - October 4th, 2019, in Prague, Czech
Republic
At the request of DG REGIO and ENVI, Arthur ten
Wolde gave a presentation with KPMG in Prague for a
key audience that helped preparing the minds of those
responsible for writing the calls for the new Cohesion
Funds in 13 member states present, to foster the
creation “circular hubs” instead of old-school
environmental projects. This concerns billions of euros
in subsidies steered to circular.
SMART & GREEN ON STAGE- October 18th,
2018, at the EUREF Campus Berlin
– Ecopreneur partner
Smart & Green on stage is an international business
event that brings together innovative startups and
strategic investors for a full day of high-level
networking. This forward thinking event will take place
on October 18th, at the EUREF Campus – the nexus of
Berlin’s startup scene to create a matchmaking
environment for investors, startups.
Read more >>
Ecopreneur admitted to the the Ecodesign
and Energy labelling Consultation Forum
(EELCF)
On October 25th, 2018, Ecopreneur was officially
admitted by DG ENER from the European Commission
to the EELCF, the forum working on ecodesign policies
for energy intensive products. As the only SME
representative in this group, Ecopreneur advocates
introducing minimum requirements for circular design
for all end products.
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Publications:
Press Release: Ecopreneur launched online
Circularity Check
Brussels, October 25th, 2018: How circular are the
products and services your company puts on the
market? Ecopreneur.eu, the European Sustainable
Business Federation, has launched a user-friendly and
free Circularity Check in the form of an online
questionnaire, in cooperation with MVO Nederland and
WeSustain.
Read more >>
Ecopreneur urges EU to prevent substances of very
high concern from entering the EU market
On October 26, in response to a public consultation on the
interface between chemical, product and waste legislation,
Ecopreneur has urged to EU to prevent substances of very
high concern (SVHC) from being used in products on the
EU market. The sooner companies stop using them, the
sooner we can create a circular economy.
Read more >>
Rethinking Ownership: Steward-ownership in
Germany
On October 30th - 31st 2018, the Purpose Foundation
and Purpose gGmbH were co-organisers of the StewardOwnership Conference 2018 in Berlin, Germany, along
with the companies GLS Bank and bio verlag. These
companies are members of UnternehmensGrün, the
German founding member of Ecopreneur.eu. Stewardownership refers to forms of responsible management.
Read more >>

November 2018
Publications:
Webinar and workshop Circularity Check: how
circular is your product or service?
Brussels, 28 November 2018 - Ecopreneur.eu, MVO
Nederland and WeSustain will organise a webinar and
a workshop about the Circularity Check in December
2018 and January 2019. The interest in the circular
economy is growing. But how to define, what exactly is
circular? At the moment very few scans for measuring
circularity.
Read more >>
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Opinion: Single Use Plastics Directive does not
threaten internal market
Ecopreneur, the European Sustainable Business
Federation, supports the Single Use Plastics directive
and does not consider it a threat to the internal market.
This in contrast to the European packaging industry
association EUROPEN.
Read more >>
Circular Economy Advocacy Group:
The German recycling company REMONDIS joined the Ecopreneur circular economy
advocacy group. This sounding board group of leading companies, that is managed by
MVO Nederland, supports our work with input as well as financially: Tarkett (France),
Werner & Mertz and REMONDIS (Germany), ROCKWOOL International (Denmark) and
Interface and Alliander (Netherlands).

December 2018
Publications:
Ecopreneur.eu welcomes new directive for single-use plastics
Ecopreneur.eu welcomes the final decision of the European Council and Parliament
concerning restrictions on a range of disposable plastic products. On Wednesday morning
a legislative text was finally accepted after a long-term decision-making process. The
first proposal on waste reduction for single-use plastics was put forward by the European
Commission.
Read more >>
Repair before recycling confirmed by European
governments
Ecopreneur.eu welcomed a decision made by European
governments to compel manufacturers to make
refrigerators more easily repairable. Refrigerators have
significant volumes of sales and trade in the EU. At the
same time, they have a significant adverse
environmental impact and present significant potential
for improvement through design, without entailing excessive
Read more >>
Ecopreneur.eu: Waste incineration should not be
funded by EU
December 12, 2018 - EU funding for regional
development and cohesion should not be used to
subsidise the incineration of unsorted municipal waste.
Ecopreneur.eu fully supports this position. According to
Zero Waste Europe, such funding was widely used to
finance incinerators and waste-to-energy plants, thereby
reducing the incentive to collect.
Read more >>
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Circularity Check webinars and workshop
The first Circularity Check webinar was successfully
held on Tuesday, 4 December. It was organised by
WeSustain, Ecopreneur.eu and MVO Nederland. A
workshop and follow-up webinar are planned. The
Circularity Check is a free online scan tool with a
questionnaire of about 60 questions for SMEs and
companies.
Read more >>
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